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1 . DURING VISIT TO RIYADH BY CODEL STONE (JUNE 6-8), CHARGE ASKED 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF ROYAL PROTOCOL, SHEIKH MANSOUR AL-KHURAIJI, IF 
SOME SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT COULD BE MADE SO THAT AMBASSADOR WEST 
COULD PRESENT CREDENTIALS BEFORE OUR NATIONAL DAY, JULY 4. 

KHURAIJI ANSWERED THAT SUCH A REQUEST WAS MOST REASONABLE, AND 
THAT HE WOULD TRY TO HELP. HE ALSO ASKED THAT WE GET THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY ABOARD, SINCE THEY HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY (WHICH THEY 
JEALOUSLY GUARD) FOR GETTING THE CREDENTIALS BALL ROLLING. 

2. REF B ARRIVED SHORTLY BEFORE CHARGE CALLED ON CHIEF OF MFA 
PROTOCOL, SHEIKH SALEM SONBOL, TO FOLLOW UP ON AMBASSADOR'S 
CREDENTIAL ARRANGEMENTS. WHEN AMBASSADOR SONBOL WAS TOLD, 
HOWEVER, THAT AMBASSADOR WAS PROBABLY ARRIVING ON JUNE 29 
(THE LOCAL "FRIDAY") HE SAID THIS TIMING ONLY GAVE THE MINISTRY 
AND ROYAL PROTOCOL TWO WORKING DAYS (JULY 2 AND 3) TO HANDLE 
ALL OF THE PROTOCOL ARRANGEMENTS. HE SAID CREDENTIAL CEREMONIES 
USUALLY FOLLOW THE AMBASSADOR'S ARRIVAL BY ANYWHERE FROM TWO 
TO THREE WEEKS, OR MORE. BECAUSE SONBOL WAS TRAVELLING TO 
RIYADH ON JUNE 12, HOWEVER, HE AGREED TO DISCUSS THE MATTER 
WITH SHEIKH AHMED ABDUL WAHAB, THE CHIEF OF ROYAL PROTOCOL, 
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AND SEE IF SOMETHING COULD ANYHOW BE ARRANGED. 

3. WE HAD DONE SOME FAVORS FOR SONBOL, AND ASKED HIM - 

FOR THE SERVICE OF OUR COMMON INTERESTS - TO HELP US ON THIS ONE. 

4. SONBOL TOLD CHARGE THIS MORNING (JUNE 13) THAT ABDUL WAHAB 
SAID JUNE 29 IS CUTTING IT TOO CLOSE. ABDUL WAHAB SAID THAT 
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THURSDAYS AND FRIDAYS ARE, OF COURSE, OUT. ON SATURDAY, 

JULY 2, THE KING WILL BE FULLY INVOLVED IN AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO 
SAUDI ARABIA BY YEMENI PRESIDENT AL-HAMDI. THEREAFTER, THE 
COURT WILL BE CLOSING DOWN TO MOVE TO JIDDA WITH AN EXPECTED 
ETA OF JULY 6. ABDUL WAHAB SAID THAT IF THE AMBASSADOR COULD 
MOVE UP HIS ARRIVAL PLANS AND ARRIVE AROUND JUNE 24 OR 25, 

CREDENTIALS COULD BE ARRANGED THAT WEEK. 

5. IF SUCH A CHANGE IN THE AMBASSADOR'S ETA COULD NOT BE MADE, 

SONBOL SUGGESTED THAT THE AMBASSADOR POSTPONE HIS ARRIVAL IN 
SAUDI ARABIA UNTIL AFTER JULY 4. HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE A CONSTRAINT 
AND AN INCONVENIENCE FOR THE AMBASSADOR DESIGNATE ACTUALLY 

TO BE IN COUNTRY, BUT NOT ABLE TO ATTEND THE JULY 4 CEREMONY 
WHICH WOULD HAVE TO BE HOSTED BY THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A.I. 

6. JULY 4 RECEPTION: WITH THE AMBASSADOR'S ETA AND OFFICIAL 
STATUS ON THE FOURTH STILL UNDECIDED, WE HAVE FINISHED OUR REVIEW 
OF THE MASTER LIST FOR THE FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION (RECEPTION, 

7-8:30 P.M.) AND WILL BE SENDING OUT THE INVITATIONS CIRCA JUNE 20 
FROM THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A.I. THIS WAS MENTIONED TO AMBASSADOR 
SONBOL, WITH THE COMMENT THAT IF THE AMBASSADOR HAD BY THEN 
PRESENTED CREDENTIALS, HE WOULD OF COURSE ASSUME THE HOSTSHIP 

OF THE RECEPTION. SONBOL SAID THAT WOULD BE THE NATURAL THING TO DO. 
(SINCE BOTH THE DCM’S AND AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE 

ARE ON COMPOUND, THE VENUE WOULD NOT BE AFFECTED WHETHER RECEPTION 
WAS GIVEN BY MR. WILEY OR BY AMBASSADOR WEST.) 

HORAN 
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